A FINAL WORD
Study is the application of the mind to an end which it is proposed to define. Everyone knows what fecundity there is in study for the perfecting of our reason; that is, everyone says so, for we are at a time when, in art matters, study is rare, of summary and altogether insufficient duration. In the way of study what is certain is that it is necessary, a point I will insist upon in spite of its apparent truism; and that the artist, however gifted he may be, cannot be freed from it. To try and relieve study of what may be irksome in it is a pure chimera. In the past there was less haste and study was more profound; nowadays it is rendered easy, a jjrave peril for the mind, which becomes superficial and fickle. Study may be often a kind of lure at which students allow themsdves to be caught; they grasp at its semblance, and then it only serves them to disguise ignorance under an audacious cleverness.